
HAWTHORNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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(973) 427-1300

May 22, 2021

Good Afternoon Hawthorne Families.

We hope this email finds your families doing well. The purpose of this correspondence is to
share an update regarding revised masking requirements. Please know that we’re aware that
guidance is inconsistent across agencies such as the CDC, NJDOH, NJDOE, and the Governor’s
Executive Orders.  As a school district we will continue to do our best to interpret this ever
changing guidance, communicate changes as soon as they become available, and maintain a safe
environment for all members of our school community.

On Monday, May 17, 2021, Governor Murphy provided updated information regarding masking
guidelines.  However, on Wednesday, May 19th, school districts received NJ Department of
Health guidance clarifying the contents of Executive Order 241 and how that executive order
specifically relates to schools.  As always, this new guidance is available on the Restart and
Recovery page of our district website.

Although Executive Order 241 eliminates the outdoor mask requirement, this change does not
apply to schools. More specifically, on page 6 of Executive Order 241, it states:

“Outdoor public spaces do not include child care centers, other child care
facilities, youth summer camps, and public, private, and parochial
preschool program premises, and elementary and secondary schools,
including charter and renaissance schools, which continue to be governed
by Executive Orders No. 149 (2020), No. 175 (2020) and No. 237 (2021),
and any applicable standards issued by the Commissioner of the DOH.

As per this new guidance, students, staff, parents and any school visitors must continue to wear
masks while on school property during the school day. However, as we have all school year, we
will continue to provide mask breaks for students while outdoors, especially for those students
participating in outdoor physical education classes, field days, or other outdoor classes.

New masking requirements for after school activities, including interscholastic athletics, are as
follows.  The NJSIAA, which governs after school athletic competition for middle and high
school students, have provided guidance which does not require spectators, coaches, officials, or
student-athletes to wear masks while participating in outdoor events. Please be aware that the
Hawthorne Public Schools will continue to require our coaches and student athletes to wear

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/NJDOHTravelandMaskingClarificationsforK-12Schools.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/NJDOHTravelandMaskingClarificationsforK-12Schools.pdf
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4r9qRq80y6kv6AYUbtdLpQX4YuIekkl/view?usp=sharing


masks while indoors and while on buses, but will comply with the NJSIAA statement below for
after school athletic events.

Pursuant to Executive Order 241, individuals in outdoor public settings
are no longer required to wear masks, regardless of their ability to
maintain six feet of distance from other individuals or groups, and
regardless of their vaccination status.  Therefore, effective immediately,
NJSIAA will no longer require spectators, coaches, officials,
student-athletes and all participants involved in outdoor events to wear
masks.  However, member schools are permitted to impose stricter mask
requirements at their discretion.

Please note: Masking guidance for other end-of-year after school activities will be
communicated by the school prior to the event and will adhere to the rules for such events
effective on the date of the ceremony.

We do ask that parents continue to monitor their child’s health each morning. If your child
exhibits any COVID-19 symptoms or if your child or anyone in your household is confirmed
positive for the virus, please keep your child home and contact the nurse in your child’s school.

In closing, we will continue to share updates with our Hawthorne Community and will post all
communications to the Restart and Recovery Webpage. Please remember, we are here to answer
questions and support our Hawthorne families.  So, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your
child’s teacher, building administrator, or my office with any questions.

With Appreciation,

Richard A. Spirito
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